END OF THE KING AND OF THE GIRONDE
demned when none of these conditions prevailed, is to
blame him for not having been an impractical visionary.
That Robespierre was changing is revealed by a study
of his portraits. The expression of benevolence, which
in the earlier portraits hovers about the corners of
his mouth, is, in the later, replaced by one of tenacity
and resolution. The eyes, which formerly reflected the
smile of the lips, are now truculent. The forehead,
which was serene, is puckered into a frown. A study of
his speeches and writings reveals an increasing self-
centredness. He is still the defender of the poor and
oppressed, but now considers himself as peculiarly
fitted—almost divinely appointed—for the task; and he
will resent with increasing bitterness any doubt con-
cerning this. His respect for the people—his belief that
the voice of the people is the Voice of God—has
hardened into a dogma, which, in his heart, he no
longer believes. What he believes is that "virtue was
always in the minority". It is upon the "enlightened
minority" that he will lean more and more, and he will
consider it enlightened only in so far as it agrees with
him. He still has ideals, but they are subordinated to his
one principal ideal of founding the Jacobin Republic.
Yet his grasp of affairs will, on many occasions, prove
truly statesmanlike, and he will give evidence of really
remarkable administrative ability.
To understand his position in regard to the King's
execution it should not be lost sight of that Louis' fate
was never in doubt. Whatever the outcome of the trial,
death was certain. Had Louis been acquitted, he and
his family would have been massacred. Had the penalty
been less than death, the result would, almost certainly,
have been the same. The King himself felt so sure of
this that he was uneasy lest the Gironde proposal to
submit the sentence to a popular referendum carry,
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